
Pastor’s Report – 2020 
 
A young boy was having trouble sitting still during Sunday morning worship. His mother warned him 

repeatedly to stop squirming around or he would ‘be in big trouble’. Finally, his mom had had 
enough of his disruptive behavior. She grabbed her purse and hoisted the small boy over her 
shoulder like a sack of potatoes. She moved quickly up the aisle with the boy. Just before passing 
through the doorway of the sanctuary, the boy screamed at the top of his voice, “Pray for me!” 

 
Sometimes we bring calamity upon ourselves. Other times, calamity comes to us as an unwelcome 

guest. Either way, unexpected difficulties disrupt our lives. Plans are changed, schedules are 
upended, and events are put on hold. Even milestone events are sometimes set aside. 

 
In the Bible, the Hebrew people, God’s chosen nation, brought calamity upon themselves. They had lost 

their way, their faith had waned, and they no longer trusted God to guide and protect them. They 
were forced into exile in Babylonia and Assyria where they would live for an entire generation 
before they were allowed to return. All their celebrations and traditions were put on hold because 
this calamity affected each and every one of them. 

 
In the separation of the exile, the people were weak. That’s what happens when you break up families 

and communities. We are stronger when we are together. 
 
We find our strength when we are together. But we haven’t been all together since last March. We are 

nearing the dismal one-year anniversary of the Coronavirus pandemic. One year of not being able to 
gather for regular worship. One year of not having Sunday School, or Confirmation, or choir, or 
coffee fellowship. 

 
This report is about how we have learned to adapt in this calamity. Even though we have lost the 

momentum of our thriving ministry here at Emmaus, we have not given up, we have not had to close 
our doors. Admittedly, we have proceeded with great caution, following COVID-19 separation 
guidelines. But we have not had to close our doors. 

 
In April, our long-time office administrator, Robin Panko, left Emmaus. Robin and John moved back to 

New York to be closer to family (stronger together). After a period of searching, we brought Karen 
Bourbonnais onto our staff as the new office administrator. My thanks to Robin for her years of 
service and support to Emmaus and to me, personally. Also, my thanks to Karen for stepping in at a 
difficult time and taking over the office responsibilities. 

 
My deepest thanks goes to Joan Fisher, our financial director. Without Joan’s commitment to her faith 

and to Emmaus, we would be struggling in ways I cannot even imagine. Joan keeps our 
congregation’s financial records and has trained Karen in the office. She does this without 
compensation for her time or expertise. Joan – you have our grateful thanks! 

 
My thanks also to Sallie Chapman who volunteers in our office each week. She does so much behind-

the-scenes work for us, and for that we are grateful. Ken and Doreen Richardson keep our Food 
Pantry stocked and ready for serving our community each Tuesday, from 10 a.m. to noon. Thom 
Mannebach took the lead on the distribution of the food, and he and his wife, Shelly, meet with our 
pre-school children to bring the good news of Jesus to the kids and to keep special events and 
holiday traditions alive. Also working with our food pantry is Jan Alexander, Len, Kathy and Noel 
Schoepke, Robin Burson, Ralph Dodds, Joyce Cable, Mari Santoro, Stan and George Stufflebeam, 



Sonia and Fred Taylor, Sandy and Chuck Culver, Michelle Lima, Debbie Sheets, Larry and Margot 
Peter, Marcia Rudemyer, Pastor Kent and Peggy Klophaus, Barbara Burkhardt, Norma and Adolfo 
Gonzalez, Debbie Monteith, Gary Strukel, Nancy and Russell Grant, Debbie and Bill Harris, and 
Nancy Sarver. My sincere apologies if I have missed any names of those involved. It takes many 
people working together to carry out the work we are called and committed to doing. We are 
stronger together. 

 
A faithful crew took on the task of painting our Fellowship Hall during the pandemic. Our thanks to 

Nelson and Marilyn Cederberg, Pastor Kent and Peggy Klophaus, Laura Wickett, Annette Fuller, 
Russell Grant, and Fritz Ray (floor polishing). What a big job! Next – the sanctuary. Again, my 
apologies if I have left anyone out of this list. Time and my memory do not always serve me well. 

 
This word of ‘thanks’ was omitted from my initial report. There are (at least) two ministries here at 

Emmaus that have managed to continue without too much interruption from the pandemic: the 
Interfaith Kitchen meals and the ‘card ministry’. The list of people involved in these two ministries 
is long and, unfortunately, I do not have the names of all who have been involved. Sue Cole headed 
up the Interfaith Kitchen meals with a mighty crew of faithful workers. Joan Fisher headed up the 
‘card ministry’. Joan and her creative crew continue to send out cards for our members celebrating 
anniversaries and our senior members on their birthdays. Please thank these people for their service 
to our Emmaus family. 

 
I am thankful for your Congregation Council: Sue Cole, President; Patrick Rhodes, Vice President; 

Denise Johnson, Secretary; Sherry Manning, Treasurer; Nelson Cederberg; Sharon Kurth; Celia 
Cole; Annette Fuller; Elaine Leahy. The Council has had a difficult job this year navigating through 
this pandemic and seeing our congregation through these uncertain and difficult months, but we have 
met monthly via Zoom conferencing. 

 
While the church has remained opened, it has been anything but ‘business as usual’. Our meetings and 

Bible Studies are all done via Zoom conferencing. It’s pretty easy to get set up for the meetings, but 
a year ago I hadn’t even heard of Zoom. ‘Thank you’ to Zoom. We couldn’t have done it without 
you. In a way, this has become our ‘new normal’. Time will tell if we ever get back to the ‘old 
normal’. 

 
We have lost a number of members in the past year, some due to illness and death, and some who 

moved away to get closer to their families. (Remember I said that we are stronger when we are 
together.) We wish those well who have moved out of necessity or convenience and we pray for you 
as you seek to connect to a new faith community. We grieve the loss of those who have passed from 
life to life eternal, some whose services never happened because of the pandemic we are all suffering 
through. But we also celebrate the promise of new life that is ours through Jesus, our risen Savior. 

 
Worship is being held in the parking lot on Saturday evenings and in the sanctuary on Sundays, 

following strict Coronavirus separation guidelines. All services are being live-streamed on the 
Emmaus FaceBook page and then uploaded onto the FaceBook page and YouTube. We usually have 
between 20-25 cars each Saturday and probably 20-25 in attendance on Sunday. 

 
This word of ‘thanks’ was omitted from my initial report. My thanks to Joni Hanze and Edit Palmer who 

played at most of our services since the pandemic struck. They have played in the wind and the rain, 
hot and cold temperatures, glaring sun and dark of night. My gosh, they sound like the USPS. A 
special word of ‘thanks’ to Joni for organizing and leading us in the Emmaus Concert Series. Again, 



we have been treated to a high level of entertainment and a wide variety of music. We look forward 
to the next concert on March 7. My thanks also to Dr. Tim and Dr. Sandra Peter, who have distanced 
themselves to better be able to work with the Stetson University students without cross-
contaminating us or them. We look forward to welcoming the Peter’s back to our services when the 
time is right for that to happen. 

 
Attendance at worship is down – I think. Or maybe it’s up. Actually, it’s hard to tell. If we could count 

the people who are watching our services from their cars, from the sanctuary, from their computers, 
smart phones and tablets, we might have some idea of our weekly attendance. We know that a large 
number of people are watching our services – a larger number actually than we had in live worship 
before we were hit by the Coronavirus – we just don’t know for sure how to get an accurate count. 
We do hope you are among those who participate in our worship each week. 

 
Financially, we ended the year in pretty good shape, though giving has fluctuated up and down – more 

than usual. We are so thankful for every gift, small or large, we receive from you for the work of 
Emmaus Lutheran. We depend on your generosity to keep the vision for mission and ministry alive 
in this place. Again, you can see that we are stronger when we work together. Thank you for each 
gift and offering you share with us. 

 
There may be other groups and individuals I forgot to mention and to thank in this public way. I am very 

sorry for any other omissions. It does, however, speak to the fact that we have not closed our doors 
or shut down our work during this pandemic. To each and every one of you who pray – and give – 
and show up – and make our ministry better and stronger – I say a very grateful and heartfelt, 
“Thank you. God has blessed us because of you.” 

 
My hopes and dreams for the coming year include your health and well-being. I hope that we will be 

able to gather in person for worship with our voices uplifted in song and praise. I hope that we will 
be able to support one another in a new way – finding new strength in our gatherings and new 
enthusiasm for the work of your congregation. 

 
The little boy in the opening of this message had something wise for us to hear – “Pray for me!” Please 

know that I pray for you every day. I feel your prayers and I ask that you keep them going. Though 
the pandemic has taken its toll on my energy, my emotions and my spirit, your prayers keep me 
going – keep me stronger. Again, I say, we are stronger together. 

 
One last thing: Go Pack! Go! 
 
Wait! One more last thing: I love being your pastor. 
 
Grace upon grace, 
~Pastor Mark Winkler 


